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Organizing a wedding can be as time-consuming as a full-time job.  Thankfully there are professionals who can help you pull off the perfect wedding.

Wedding Planners can be an extremely helpful tool for fitting in all the things that have to be done before the big day.

“We have a lot of brides and grooms come to us who work a lot of hours and don’t have the time to plan their own wedding – so we take some of the legwork out of the planning,” says Charlene Weed, owner of Dream Maker Wedding Consultants.


A good planner will find or recommend all the necessary vendors and contractors needed for a weeding.   They’ll also negotiate all contracts and work as an organizer and coordinator to make sure everything runs smoothly.  A wedding planner’s experience is one of their greatest assets, says Pam McCarthy, owner of Five Star Events.

“If someone is doing something for the first time, they’re not going to know how to do it cost-effectively.  A wedding planner can make those dollars stretch for you.”

With the average wedding topping out near $30,000, getting the best bang for your buck is important.  An above average planner will have contacts within the industry that can save money.

“Sure I can plan your wedding, but I can also decorate your reception, for example,” says McCarthy, “If you have to contract out every service, the price will quickly rise.”

Planners also have insider knowledge about which contractors have the best reputations.  That will save any couple research time.

While there is no doubt the work-load will diminish, don’t expect not to be involved at all.

“You still have to make the decisions such as where to have it and your budget.  We’re there to sweat out the details so the bride and groom don’t have to,” says McCarthy.

Weed says a good planner will work with you, not for you.

“Most brides and grooms don’t want someone to come in and completely take over.  We always try to emphasize planning together.”

As well, a planner is appropriate for any sized wedding.

Less expensive weddings still have the same number of tasks involved as a more elaborate one.  That means couples can expect a number of meetings with their planner whether their wedding consists of 10 people at a house of 1,000 guests at a reception hall, says McCarthy.

“Every wedding deserves serious attention and planning.”
Wedding Timetable


Here is a suggested schedule of things to do when planning your wedding:





Six Months to One Year Ahead


engagement announcement


wedding style and budget outline


creating your guest list


informing out-of-town guests


setting your wedding date


selecting your wedding party


selecting the reception site and services


choosing your wedding dress and attire for wedding party


selecting a caterer





Three to Six Months Ahead:


honeymoon plans


choosing a musician or DJ


choosing a photographer/ Videographer


selecting a florist


setting up a gift registry





Two to Three Months Ahead:


sending out invitations


deciding on decorations and rentals


choosing a wedding cake


reserving transportation





One Month to Two Months Ahead:


set up wedding day itinerary 


planning a bridal shower


set hair and aesthetic appointments’


choosing the Emcee and speeches


setting rehearsal party





-Source: From This Day Forward Wedding Planner & Journal published by Weddings Calgary








